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WELCOME
Welcome to the sixth issue of the Seppala News!

Wow, what an intense two months it has been in the Seppala community! One normally 
expects the summer months to be dull and boring. Too hot to train, few if any puppies 
born, nothing but dreaming of fall training. If somehow you have been living in a 
vacuum you might have missed it all!

In a nut shell, Doug Willett has formed a new breed registry with the Continental 
Kennel Club (www.ckcusa.com, not to be confused with the Canadian Kennel Club) 
called the Seppala Siberian Sleddog and the parent club the International Seppala 
Siberian Sleddog Club (ISSSC). The stated purpose is to bring Seppala owners closer 
together, promote the Seppala Siberian, and represent the interest of the Seppala 
Siberian Sleddog with an organization who registers dogs at a fair price. Of course that 
is my summary, and may not represent the total thought process behind this!

Luckily, one of the end products of the ISSSC will be a newsletter. So the question is, 
where does the Seppala News go from here? First, read this newsletter, attend the 
seminar at Doug’s, and explore the contents of the ISSSC web site at 
www.seppalasiberiansleddog.com and the Seppala News web site at 
www.grasshopperllc.com/seppnews. Ask questions directly to the powers that be, or ask 
on the Seppala News mailing list where we have had some pretty deep discussions about 
this. After you, the reader, have decided where you are going with your dogs, drop us a 
note and let us know what your directions are going to be, and more to the point, where 
our directions should be. After all, I don’t think you paid to listen to my lone voice in 
the vast arctic wasteland!

Happy Trails!

– Deron Kazmaier

Issues at a Glance

You should notice a number listed to the right of your name, telling you how many 
issues you have left on your subscription.

“Politically inCorrect” Disclaimer
Opinions of the writers of articles within are not necessarily those of the editors, nor of 
other writers, nor the opinions of the editors those of the writers. So breath easy, accept 
it, and submit your own. Who knows, maybe that old dog can learn a new trick!
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The Seppala Siberian Sleddog Of The Continental 
Kennel Club

(1) The Seppala Siberian Sleddog (SSS) is a pure breed (with 
its own registration category).

(2) Initial registration into the SSS-bloodline category will 
proceed by submitting the regular CKC-registration application, 
a three-generation pedigree (applicant dog plus 3 additional 
generations) and the appropriate fee to a designated 
representative of the breed club (Seppala Siberian Sleddog 
Club) or the CKC, who will forward the pedigree to the breed 
club representative. The applicant dog must be a purebred 
Siberian Husky (SH). The breed club representative will 
determine the Seppala content of the dog. The CKC will issue a 
registration based upon the following criteria:

( a ) SSS-category, if, and only if, Seppala content is equal to or 
greater than 93 %.

( b ) Misc.-SSS-SH category, if, and only if, equal to or more 
than 50 % Seppala content and less than 93 % Seppala content.

( c ) S H category or reject for all other cases. 

In cases ( a ) and ( b ) the registration will contain the Seppala 
content number to the nearest 1 %. In these two cases the dogs 
listed in the applicant-dog's three generation pedigree will be 
entered in the CKC memory banks to be used to generate 
pedigrees for descendants. Initial registration will cease January 
1, 2004.

(3) Starting January 1, 2004
Registration in the Seppala Siberian Sleddog Class will occur 
provided the applicant dog has sire and dam already registered 
in the Seppala Siberian Sleddog Class.

Registration in the Seppala Siberian Sleddog Class can occur 
for a dog with one parent registered in the Seppala Siberian 
Class and the other in a Miscellaneous Class provided the 
applicant has Seppala Content > 93% and fits the Standard of 
the Breed. Fulfilling the Standard of the Breed shall include, 
but not be limited to, satisfying the following requirements:

Weight: males 35-60 pounds, females 30-55 pounds;
Height: males 20-24 inches, females 19-23 inches
Coat: adequate for survival in a harsh artic environment
Attitude: a willingness and strong desire to pull when in harness
Personality: friendly, gentle and with a strong desire to please.

Seppala content will be determined by averaging the Seppala 
content of the sire and dam. The Seppala content is the number 
printed on the dog's registration immediately following the 
name. If the sire or dam has no Seppala content number stated 
on its registration or is an unregistered dog, then it will be 
assigned a Seppala content of zero.

Seppala News in your email in basket!
We want to remind everyone of the elist at 
seppalanews@yahoogroups.com.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us there.  We want to hear about your dogs and what you are 
doing with them!  We would also love for you to post pictures 
of your dogs there. If you need help joining the list, just drop us 
an email at dogstar@grasshopperllc.com and we can help!

Litter Annoucements
DogStar Kennel
W Litter April 16, 2002 97.7% 1 male, 2 females

Cheval of Sepp-Alta
Sepp-Star’s Pinto

Sepp-Star’s Ellie of Sepp-Alta
Sepp-Star’s White Wolf(m), Whirlwind(f), Winsum(f)

Jupiter of Sepp-Alta
Sepp-Star’s Daisy

Riverview’s Spinach
Deron & Marna Kazmaier / DogStar Kennel
N5750 Langlade Price Rd, Bryant, WI 54418 USA
715 623 3326  dogstar@grasshopperllc.com
www.grasshopperllc.com/dogstar/

Rhonda O’Hearn at Tamworth

Blue and Traveler
by Marna Kazmaier

I met a girl with a sibe named Blue,
He was a pretty thing and obedient too.

When she taught him to do something he learned real quick,
He did everything from leading a team to chasing a stick.

She has other sibes but in stone it is set,
that Blue is that “once in a lifetime pet”.

He’s gone now and years have gone by,
It’s time for me to give sibes a training try.

Now I have a sibe pup he looks nothing like Blue,
But I hope that I can train him the way she did too.

He’s learning obedience, agility, to pull and some tricks,
He can carry a pack, pull a log and loves to give licks.

His name is Traveler and a traveler he is
When it comes to learning, this boy is a whiz.

I am very proud to have all my dogs and this dream puppy too,
Who lives on in the memory of my good friend and Blue.

Dedicated to my good friend Wendy Lauber who was the first 
person to SHOW me that Siberian Huskies CAN do it all and 
do it well. I sure miss training/trail time with her, and we both 
miss her main dog Blue.
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The Seppala Siberian Sleddog Breed Standard
-ISSSC Board

The overall appearance of the Seppala Siberian Sleddog is that 
of a trim, well-furred artic dog of rather foxy and wild aspect, 
small, graceful, quite sturdily made but showing no evidence of 
bone or weight, oblong in proportion viewed from the side, with 
a build which may vary from moderately compact to 
moderately rangy. Height should range from 20 to 24 inches in 
males and 19 to 23 inches in females. Weight should be in 
proportion to height ranging from 35 to 60 pounds in males and 
30 to 55 pounds in females. Extreme size in either direction is 
not desired. Length of body from point of shoulder to the 
ischium should be from 6 to 18 percent greater than the height 
at the shoulder, 12 percent being the ideal. Legs must not 
appear short nor bone heavy. The hindquarters should convey 
an impression of substance and muscle mass equal to the front, 
which should not be overly broad of brisket nor coarse in bone 
structure. The chest should be narrow to moderate in width in 
the front and set back well into the abdomen. A deep chest is 
very important. The neck should be arched and long.
Front and rear angulations must be balanced and well defined, 
with stifles well-bent, shoulders and upper arms well laid back. 
The front legs should be set well under the body with the angles 
the shoulder blade and upper arm make the vertical passing 
through the point of the shoulder greater than 45 degrees. A 
straight front is a major fault.

The loins should be well-muscled though markedly constricted 
in width from the thorax, and should show a slight arch. The 
croup is rounded, sloping downward from the hip bone to tail 
set giving the impression of a wheel segment. The rear stifle 
should have a pronounced bend producing a moderate to well 
angulated rear and should be moderate to long in length. It is 
very important that the stifle and hock be extremely flexible. 
This decides how well the dog uses his rear angulations. Little 
effort should be required to straighten out the rear leg at the 
point of the hock or above. Stiffness in the rear is a major fault. 
Finally, the rear stance should be sturdy and sound, neither to 
narrow or too wide.

Although the dog may be compact, he must never be cobby or 
very short coupled. A rather long back is characteristic of the 
strain and allows for a effortless working lope if coupled with a 
well angulated front end a moderately angulated, very flexible 
rear end. The tail should come out horizontally, and never be a 
snap tail, a ring tail or come out to the side. When pulling, the 
tail is held low and stiff.

A good, thick, large, firm, flexible foot with well-cushioned 
pads is important. Splayed out, flat, soft, as well as tiny "cat 
feet" are not desirable. Black or lemon colored pads are 
preferable, but all colors are acceptable.

All visual facial skin surfaces ought to be as darkly pigmented 
as possible. It is preferable that nose, lips and eye rims be black, 
but is not a fault, especially on white coated dogs, if they are 
not. Coat color can be anything and in any pattern. 
Nonsymmetrical markings, indicative of lack of cosmetic 
inbreeding, are preferable.

The head should be finely chiseled, of moderate size with 
respect to the body, and never in any way coarse. Both fox like 

and wolf like appearing heads are acceptable. The ears are tall, 
strongly erect, and set close together on top of the skull with 
inner edges parallel when at attention; they should be 
moderately rounded at the tips rather than sharply pointed. 
Although not desired, there should be no penalty for floppy ears 
that do not become erect. There should be some "stop" but not 
to an exaggerated degree and there should be no penalty for 
lack of "stop". Bite may be scissors or level but a scissors bite 
should be preferred.

The typical Seppala coat is a "plush" coat in which the 
undercoat is practically as long as the guard hair, giving a full-
furred, smooth and dense appearance. The coat is quite thick 
and soft. Its length may vary but the soft texture and smooth 
outline should remain the same whatever the length. The long 
dense "wooly" coat is not desirable but is not considered a fault. 
Long, flat, possibly wavy coats are a fault, and short coats with 
no or little undercoat are an extreme fault.

His demeanor is active, merry and often quite inquisitive, 
friendly, though sometimes showing reserve with strangers. He 
is always gentle and tractable; no tendency towards viciousness 
should ever be tolerated. He has a positive attitude towards his 
work of pulling in harness and a strong desire to please, which 
means that he should be introduced to teamwork and light 
pulling in his first year. "Attitude" should be the top priority in 
breeding, because once lost, it is almost impossible to regain. A 
Seppala Siberian Sleddog works because he wants to, but still 
must be amenable to serious training and discipline and not 
quarrelsome with other dogs.

In motion, his gate is exceedingly smooth and effortless but 
showing great drive and power under load. The Seppala gait is 
unspoiled and excellent. A perfectly smooth and level trot 
should occur and no bounce or choppiness of gate tolerated. 
The limbs should travel in straight forward paths, the head 
should be held low, the tail should be down, and at a fast trot or 
more, the dog should single-track. Good reach and strong rear 
drive are essential as is full coordination of fore and hind 
quarters in action. When moving and pulling at rapid pace and 
viewed from the side, he should display a long front end reach 
(stride), without undue upward movement of the head, and a 
well extended powerful rear movement. In no way should his 
front appear to be pulling his rear. Viewed from the rear he 
should single track and show a powerful rear end thrust. There 
should be absolutely no distortions of movement or body to 
accommodate the front and rear legs coming together under the 
body. Nor should there be any interference between the front 
and rear legs at this time. He should never in any way appear 
clumsy. Movement is the second most important trait in 
breeding.

The Seppala Siberian Sleddog is a wholly natural variety of 
dog, a rugged dog, well equipped for survival in a cold harsh 
environment. He is naturally hardy, highly efficient in the use 
of food, and physically sound. Whelping should be natural and 
puppy mortality practically nil. The breeder should strive to 
preserve what nature has so well developed. 


